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PREFACE. 


HE Tranſlator undertook this Piece, to give 

the World a Specimen of the Sentiments of 

a French Partizan on the Office of Stadt- 

holder, and the State of the Dutch Nation, 

when under the Influence of its Authority. He hopes 
the Notes he has ſubjoin'd, will, in ſome meaſure, ob- 


viate the falſe Facts and Reaſonings, which this par- 


tial Writer would impoſe upon the Unwary. They 


can, indeed, have not. the leaſt Weight with any 
Reader, who ſhall coolly reflect on the Cauſes and 
Conſequences of that late glorious Event, the inveſt- 
ing the preſent Prince of Orange with the Power 
and Dignity of Stadtholder, from which it is evident, 
that the Exerciſe of this Office, and the real Intereſt 
of the United Provinces, are inſeparably connected. 


In his ſeveral Characters of that Race of Heroes 
(in which the Right to this Office is inherent) he has 


not fail'd attempting to obſcure the Luſtre of their 


publick Virtues, by a forced Mixture of private Vices, 
which he obtrudes without Proof. 


I ſhall only ſay, that in one Inſtance (the preſent a- 
miable Stadtholder) all Europe muſt be convinced 
of the Falſehood and Baſeneſs of his Calummes : 
And with regard to another, an Engliſoman cannot 
eaſily be deceived, when he reflects, that his not be- 
ing now a ſhackled Slave, but, on the contrary, in a 
State of the moſt extenſive Freedom, muſt be aſcri- 
bed to the publick and private Virtues of our Great 
Deliverer, King William the Third. 


— 
. _— * 


ERRAT A. P. 17, Line 12, for Crown read Throne. 
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| H E Netherland, had ton 4 100 
under a Yoke, received, with Re- 


tion, when Philip II. broke 


an Effort, to mike it yet more 
heavy. Fs 
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* 1 Is bw Countries fell, to the Houſe of Auftria is the Year 

77, by the ene of Mary de Valoie, Heireſs of Burgun- 
177.90 "the En eim 3 who, 4 2. 4 much fighting, 
got his Son Phil'p a — Age Earl of Holland at Amfter- 
dam in 1489, This Fab, and Joan, tle Daughter of Fer- 
dinand King of Spain, were the Parents of Charles V. abo in 
the Year 7555 abdicated the Empire in Favour of his Brother, 


a 7e/igned Spain and the Low Countries 7 his Sen Philip 
the Second. 
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gues, and more eſpecially of many of his Provin- 
ces which he deluged in Blood, attempted to 
render the Spaniards and Flemings ſubject to the 
ſame Laws, tho” perhaps their Characteriſtics 
were moredifferent, than thoſe of any other two 
Nations in the World. I 


Hap the Heminęs been leſs jealous of thoſe Pri- 
vileges which were about to be deſtroyed by the 
Introduction of a new Form of Government, 
they would notwithſtanding have oppoſed the 
Enterprizes of a Prince, who had rendered him- 
ſelf odious by his Tyranny, with Obſtinacy and 
Vigour. | | 


Tur Rememberance of a late Reign made 
the preſent inſupportable. In Charles V. they 
admired a Hero whoſe military Atchievements 
had filled the Univerſe with his Fame. In 
Philip II. they deſpiſed a Prince who had no 
Genius for War, nor Reliſh for Heroic Virtue. 
The Emperor had won them by a gracious Ma- 
jeſty always eaſy of Acceſs, the King alienated 
them by the Haughtineſs of an Eaſtern Tyrant 
which rendered him inviſible to his People; 
the former ſpoke the Language of the Country 
in which he reſided, and teſtified an Eſteem of 
the People and their Cuſtoms; the latter ſpoke 
Spaniſh at Bruſſels, and his Manner of Life was 
the ſame at An werp as at Madrid. Charles took 


every Opportlinity to gain the Love of his Pco- 


ple; Philip ſeemed as if he ſought Occaſion to 
incur a general Odium, 0 K 
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Tux Diſaffection which he had thus propa- 
gated he ſoon perceived and reſented ; he there- 
fore returned to find Subjects more dazzled with 
Sovereignty,or habituated to a more ſervile Sub- 
miſſion in Spain, and left with Granville the Se- 
cret of his Projects, and the Execution of his 
Revenge,” ©. : 


a 


Tunis Prelate, from his Meanneſs of Birth, 
inherited a Meanneſs of Spirit; yet was he am- 
bitious, proud, inſolent, ſubtile, and vindictive. 
He attempted to introduce the Court of Inqui- 
ſition, and to create Biſhops proper to _—_ 
it. - Theſe Innovations, odious in themſelves, 


were render'd ſtil] more deteſtable by the Lofti- 


neſs and Inflexibility of the Miniſter that pro- 
poſed them; ſo that the incenſed Hemings carried 
their Complaints before the*Governeſs; nay more, 
they invited Don Carlos to put himſelf ar their 
Head, and to defend them from the raſh and vi- 


* Four hundred Gentlemen ] her a Petition to the Gover» 
= Madam de Parma, and being all in plain Cloaths, a Je en 

urtier told her by way of Contempt, that they were a Compa- 
ny of Gueux ( Beggars ) not worth her Notice. The confede- 
rate Nobility applied this Nickname to themſelves without the 
leaft Reſentment ; and cloathed themſelves all in grey, and wore © 
little wooden Porringers and Beggars Bottles in their Hats, and 
drank Healths publickly to the Gueux at their Entertainments. 
Several of theſe worthy Men wwere afterwards executed at Bruſ- 
ſels, the Drums beating all the Time, that their dying Specches 
might not be heard. But when Count Egmont was beheaded 
the French Refident at Bruſſels wwrote to his Court, that he had 


the Joy of ſeeing that Head cut off, which had tavice made 
France tremble, 


B2 olent 


% 


(s. 


olent Meaſures, which the Malice of cheir Ene- 
e nyy of their Virtue and Glory, 
hag inſpired. againſt chem. 


ISL DIES SE 340 gr Lo TIBET gt COMMIT OH) 
Txr1s.. young. Prince. was indued with that 


Greatyeſs, of Soul, that Thirlt after Fame, that 
exalted Courage, that Compaſſion for the Diſ- 
treſſed, which conſtitute the Hero; but an un- 
governable Paſſion that poſſeſsꝰd him for ſingu- 
lar and romantic Adventures, greatly diſparaged 
his Virtues. I he Projcet that was propoſed to 
him, appear*d noble, becauſe it was extravagant; 
and therefore he embraced it : But he Ig ich 


his Head * che Price of hig Folly, and the Duke 
of Avg was, immediately gilpatch' d. into Flay- 
ders to chaſtiſe the Malecontenrs. ©, | 
Tars great General, (wboſe Abilities Charles 
the Fifth, who. was an excellent Judge of Man- 
kind, admired beyond thoſe of all other Men) at- 


; 


feed at Hrit to ſeek a Reconciliation, And to | 
* The Priefts could never forgive ſome threatenings he had 


dropt againſi the Inquiſition, and accordingly. inſtigated his Fa- 
ther, au ho gv but too bloody in State Affairs, to tale acuay his 
Life : He had the Liberty of chufyg what manner of Death he 
ſhould die ; and accordingly he. went into a Bath, ordir d the 
Veirs of his Legs and Arms to be open d, and then commanding 
every bady to withdraw, he tock into his Hands the Queen s 
Pidure in Miniature, which he: always wore about his Neck, 
and which had firſt kindled in him an ungevernable. Paſſion, and | 
kept his Eyes fixt on the fatal Pidture, without any regard to ; 
the tremendous State into which he quas launching, till the Shi- + 
wverings of Death interrupted his amorous Contcmplations. A ; 
Rrange Inſtance of the Hardneſs of Man', Heart, when under : 
the Domini on of any violent Pefhon! N | 328 | 
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(39 
this end, he propoſed an amicable Conference; | 
to which he invited the three Nobles, whoſe 
Birth, Fortune, Credit, and Capacity, had ren- 
2775 moſt formidable 29d offenſive to the Mo- 
narch the + xepreſented. -»Connt:d! Egmont had 
rai 50 his e HIS by his Succeſs in War! 
Harp, Maul morenci had captivated ihe 
K&-&iong of: the People by his Liberality ; amd 
William, Prince of Orange, had excited their Ad- 
miration By his Wiſdem: The firſt was honeury 
ed. moſt; the ſrcond beſt he loved and the third 
the mot obey d. Egmet and Horn were, fe 
far deluded. bx, the Dukeg- Addreſs, to wbom 
Diſſimulation was became familiar, that the 
former, foreſeeing the kitates of the Prince of 
Orange, who ꝓrudently dealined the Conference, 
would be confiſcated, faid.to him, at taking 
gave, Farewe!, Prince, without Territories : His 
ighneſs gravely-reply'd,* Farewel, Count, uiiit 


gut a Head. I Event er er the N N 
dc. „an II 
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Tun Death of theſe _ \ Noblemen chit 
ed the Averſien of the Hervings,; and placed the 
Prince of Orange at the! Head! of their Affairs 
- without a Rival. Of all thegreat Men in Flanders 

William was the only one whom Granville feared, 
as he thong no other capable of forming and 
ſuſtaining a Party againft him. And therefore, 
when this Prelate, being then at Rome, recaived 
the firſt Intelligence of the Commotions in the 
Low Count riet, he haſtily demanded, /e Dumb- 
man (a Name he had given Prince ¶ illiam) was 
ſecured ? "And being anſwer'd in the Negative. 
Then 


5 
Then, ſaid he, the Duke of Alva has done No- 
thing. . 1 


WIrIILfAM I. had, in reality, a Genius to 
plan great Enterprizes, Greatneſs of Mind to 
embark in them, and Bravery to execute them. 
He had, for Life and the Pleaſures of it, that 
Indifference, which paves the way for great Ac- 
tions. He was bent upon acquiring Glory, or, 
what to him ſeem'd more precious, tation 
and there were no Difficulties that lay in the 
Road to it, which he was not capable of ſur- 
mounting. He lamented it, as a Misfortune, not 
to have lived in thoſe renowned Times, when the 
Fate of Empires was to be decided by the Me- 
rit of particular Perſons. He had the Happi- 
neſs of uniting Thouſands to advance his Ambi- 
tion, and ſecond his Revenge. Theſe Paſſions 
Jurk*d in the Breaſt of this Prince, but they were 
not predominant; their Violence never got the 
aſcendant of his Reaſon. He knew that his Party 
was not yet ſufficiently united to undertake 
any thing of Moment ; and therefore he wiſely 
withdrew into the Heart of the Empire, where 
he perfected at his Leiſure the Plan he had pro- 
jected for accompliſhing a Revolution. 


Prince William, among other Talents, had 
the Art of engaging in his Intereſt all thoſe 
with whom he converſed. By which means he 
gain'd ſo effectually the Eſteem and Confidence 
of the Proteſtant Princes of Germany, that they 
javiſh'd upon him their Prayers, their Advice, 

their 


(7 
their Forces, and, what will ſcarcely be believ» 
ed; their Treaſures. | 


Wirz theſe Auxiliaries the Prince of Orange 
march'd twice into the Low Countries, and as 
often miſcarry*d thro* the Weakneſs and Irreſolu- 
tion of the Hemings, who thought they ſhould 
hazard too much by declaring in his favour. The 
great Viciſſitudes of Fortune, ſo apt, in the ordi- 
nary Affairs of Life, to ſurprize us, are but the 
natural Conſequences of bold and hazardous 
attempts. And tho' they make a deep Im- 
preſſion on vulgar Minds, yet ſerve only to 
awaken the Courage of the Noble. According- 


ly, Prince William, from its repeated Defeat, be- 


an to conceive better Hopes of his Enterprize. 

e took for his Device a Sea- bird, which is al- 
ways ſeen to ſwim on the Creſt of the Surge 3 
with this Motto, mediis tranguillus in undis. And 
by the Advice of Admiral Caiga, he attempted 
to execute his Project by Sea. Fortune, that 
had hitherto croſs'd all his Deſigns, now began 
to ſmile upon him, and in a ſhort time made 
him Maſter of Holland, Zealand, Overyſſel, Guel- 
derland, Frieſland, Cc. 


THe Spaniards, more enraged than diſmay'd 
by theſe Misfortunes, prepared in earneſt to re- 
cover their Loſs. The War became general, 
obſtinate, and bloody; the Succeſs doubtful, 
various, and dear- bought; the Hatred impla- 
cable, blind, and irreconcileable. At length, 
the Prince of Orange became ſole Conqueror. 
By overcomeing ſucceſſively the Qbſtinacy - = 

uke 


„I ud Ohafles the Fijhh's Injundiion to Philip to treat the 


the: Fury of Wat. Pius V. fhew'd his Approbation of ſach 


68) 
Dake of Ava, the Caution of General de Regue- 
ſans, the Artifice of Don Jobs of Auſtriu, and 
the Experience of the Duke of Parma, he had 
the Satisfaction, at Utrecht" in 1349, to give 
Birth to the Conſt itutlon of the States Genera], 
otherwiſe called the Seven” Unite Provintes, 
who choſe him for their 8 AD TROLD ER. 


PI" a — 
. * p a. "£® 7. vs Yi ho 
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Netherlands v Lenitj, aud they would prove bis moſt comply: 
ing and faithful Subje&s ; whereas Alva's Maxim was to keep 
the Subject in Awe by Arms, which he obſtinately perſiſted in. 
On his Arrival he crected the Court of Tumults, nicknamed 
the Bloody Court, wvho uſhered in their ſangutnary Proceedings 
ewith a Declaration that it was a Crintt againſt divine and bu- 
man Majeſty to ſay the King bad no- Right to annul all the Privis 
wed theſe Provinces. Gallowſes and Wheels wwere ſet up it 
the Highways, and the very Trees bent with the Weight of the 
Careaſes hanging on them; ſo that, as Root be, the Att 
wohjeh the brneficent Creator intended for the Refpiration of the 
Living, was become the infetted Habitation of the Dead. Alva 
was fo keen an Inſtrument of his Maſter's Severity, that he boaſted 
to hawvs executed above 18,600 Perſons, bejides thoſe who fell in 


ative Leal againft 'Hereticks, by ſending Alva à Hat and a 
Sword. The Arfenal at Caſſel has 4 Monument of Alva 
Cruelty, whith is a Sabre with theſe Verſes on the Blade. 
Harlemi guondam Albani dominante furor 
Chriftiadum madidum ſpe cruore fi; 
Woltercuſano werum nunc munere tumdim 
Servio juſtitiæ Bux Gulielme tuo. 
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William I. Prince of ORaNGE, 


Firſt Stadtholder, Captain and Ad- 
miral General, Anno 1559. 


Y the Dignity of Stadtholder Prince Mil- 
liam became poſſeſt of very high Preroga- 
tives, the moſt eminent whereof were : 
1. To pardon Criminals. 2. To prelide virtu- 

ally in the Courts of Judicature, and to cauſe 

all their Proceedings to be carried on in his 

Name. 3. To chuſe the Magiſtrates of Cities, 

out of ſuch as were preſented to him by the 

Burghers ; and in ſome Places the Diſpoſal of 

Employments was wholly veſted in his Hands. 

4. To ſend Embaſſadors in his own Name, and 

upon his own Affairs, to foreign Courts; and to 

give ſeparate Audience to ſuch as were ſent by 
ſovereign Powers to the States General. 5. To 
cauſe the Laws of the Republic to be put in 

Execution. And, 6. to determine all Differences 

that might ariſe concerning the particular Pri- 

vileges of any of the great Companies, Cities, 
or Provinces. 


BEST DES the Stadtholderſhip William had 
alſo the high Offices of Captain and Admiral 
General conferr'd upon him, which gave him 
the abſolute W e the Army in the Ser- 

vice 


( 10 ) 
vice of the Republic, and of her Navy, with the 
Diſpoſal of all Employments depending there- 
upon. All the military Officers were obliged to 
take an Oath of Fidelity to him, in like manner 
as they did to the States of the Provinces, and 
to the Aſſembly of the States General. Theſe 
high Honours have ſince been made hereditary - 
in the Houſe of Orange, both in the Male and 
the Female Line. 


This Prince liv'd, however, but a little while 
to enjoy the Favours which Fortune had be- 
ſtow'd upon him, being *aſſaſſinated in the 51ft 
Year of his Age by Balthazar Gerrard, a French- 
man, prompted thereto by no perſonal Enmity, 
but inſtigated by the Love of Money and the 
fair Promiſes of Spain; or, it may be, hur- 
ried on to ſo foul a Crime by an Enthuſiaſtic 
Zeal, which was the prevailing Characteriſtic 
of thoſe unhappy Times.* 


"AP 


* The Wretch had conceived the Defign for Years before; 
and executed it under a Pretence of aſking for a Rasper. The 
Wound was fo mortal that the Prince died without ſaying any 
more than, Lord have Mercy upon my Soul, and this poor Peo- 
ple. Words which, uttered at that awful Moment, carry with 
them a firong Proof that the Public Good lay very near his 
Heart. This Murder threw the <vhole Country, Cities, and Vil- 
lages, into ſuch Lamentations, as if every one — loft what was 
moſt dear to them. Theſe are the moſt genuine Honours and ne- * 
ver to be found for an Uſurper. The Aſaſſin was but 22 Years 3 
old, and ſhewed fuch Hardineſs, that, when his Fleſh was plucked ; 
off with red hot Pinchers, he did not utter the leaſt Groan or Cry; 2 
but often repeated, that, if he had not done it, he would do it a- = 
gain, The Spaniards celebrate him among their Martyrs. 

Tantum Religio potuit ſuadere malorum. 
| WiLLIAaM 
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WIIIIAu the Firſt, tho? deſcended from a 
Race of illuſtrious Heroes, yet he ſurpaſſed 
them all. Without Support he had the Cou- 
rage to lay himſelf open to the Reſentments of 
a Prince, whoſe furious and malevolent Tem- 
per had entail'd upon him the odious Appella- 
tion of the Devil of the South * Without an Ar- 
my he had the Bravery to oppoſe the moſt formi- 
dable Power at that time in Europe. Without 


Experience he had the Skill to rout the beſt Ge- 


nerals that Spain, perhaps, ever produced. W ith- 
out a Council he had the Dexterity ſometimes 


to deceive the moſt politic People; yet never 
ſuffer'd himſelf to be ſurpriſed by them. With- 


out Revenues he had the Secret of paying his 
Soldiers better than the Maſters of the new-diſ- 
cover'd World, by which means he frequently 
recruited his Army, with Troops from that 
of his Enemy. Without Dominion he had the 
Happineſs to reign almoſt abſolute in the Hearts 


of his Followers, who ventured their Peace, 


their Fortunes, and their Lives, to ſhake off the 


— 


ho can deny but that this Prince acted a very unchriſtian 
Part in many Occurrences, yet when he was upon his Death- bed, 
he ordered his two Coffins to be brought, and ſaid with the ſame 
Unconcernedneſs as if he had been regulating the Ceremonial of 
his Coronation, Anthony, you'll find in my Wardrobe a Piece 
of Gold and Black Brocade, with Gold Lace: Let the Wooden 
Coffin be covered with it, and lined with White Sattin; then 
the leaden Coffin into it. I won't be open'd nor im- 
lm'd, but only wrapt up in a Sheet with my Shirt on, and 

a little Wooden Croſs hanging at my Neck. 
Yoke 
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Yoke of their Oppreſſors. But after all, the 


great Maſter-piece of Prince William was, to 


be able to perſwade the People that he had no- 
thing elſe at Heart but their Freedom; when, 
at the ſame time, he was labouring with all his 
Might to make himſelf their Maſter. 


"Ir we trace his Steps with Attention, we 


ſhall clearly diſcover this in all his Deſigns, his 
Actions, and his Policy. He, was the Man, 


who long before had paved the way for the in- 


tended Revolution, by propagating or at leaſt 


countenancing new Doctrines, which he knew to 


be diſagreeable to the Court of Madrid. It was 
he, who, under frivolous Pretences, blew up the 


Fire of Civil War, and ſpread the Flames of 


Diſcord every where. I: was he, who, by exe- 


cuting the Plan he had formed of an execrable 


War, alienated the Hearts and Affections of 
the People, and ſpread Diviſions amongſt them 
never to be reconciled. He was the Man, who, 
ſucceſſively Lutheran, Catholic, and Calviniſt, 


and thereby ſuppoſed of no Religion at all, pro- 


hibited the Romi/b Worſhip, as the only remain- 
ing Tye, by which the People could be kept 
firm to Spain. It was he, who by his Arro- 
gancy, Perfidiouſneſs and Practices, cauſed the 
Archduke Matthias and the Duke d' Alenſon to 
be recalled, becauſe their Authority gave him 
Umbrage. It was he, who thrice broke up the 
Conferences, when in great Forwardneſs to put 
an End to all Differences by an amicable Recon- 
ciliation. 

ALL 
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ALL theſe Strides to arbitrary Power ſuc- 
ceeded to his Wiſh, and he was juſt upon the 
point of gratifying his Ambition, when the fa- 
tal Blade“ put a Period to his Life, and with 
it his Deſigns, his Fortune, and his Hopes. 


— 


f wat not a Blade but a Piſtol, loaded with three Bullets, 
according to the Hiftory of the Orange Family dedicated to the 
preſent glorious Stadtholder. Beſides the very Holes of the Balls 
are ſhewn to this very Day in a Piller at Delft. See another 


Account in the Gentleman's Magazine for 1747, p. 604. This 


partial Writer is often in an Errer both as to Facts and Chas 
raters. | 


Maurice, 


614) 


1 dat... add. Stn nn. AM 


Maurice, Prince of ORANGE. 


Second Stadtholder, Captain and 
Admiral General, Anno 1583. 


T the Death of Prince Pilliam, the Af- 
fairs of the Low Countries were left in 
dreadful Confuſion, into which he had 

thrown them by Deſign, It was always his 
Opinion, that he could regulate them, when- 
ever he had any particular Intereſt of his own 
to purſue. The Duke of Parma, like an able 
General, took Advantage of this Conſternation 
of the Dutch, and th a fe Mays retook Bruges, 
Ghent, Dendermbude, Nimres" eve, Antwerp, 
and ſeveral other Places of confidetable Strength. 
The Torrent of Conqueſt began to flow in up- 
on her, and the Republic ſeem'd to be on the 
very Brink of Deſtruction. In this Dilemma, 
the States ſaw no other way to avoid the Spa- 
niſh Yoke, than by putting themſelves under 
the Protection of ſome other Power. But they 
were a while in ſuſpence, whether that Power 
ſhould be England or France. At length France, 
tho? then in her moſt abject State, was preferred 
to England tho? in her meridian Glory. 


Bur 
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Bur Henry III. neither knew how to go- 
vern his own People peaceably at home, nor to 
raiſe Diſturbances among his Enemies abroad : 
neither to provide againſt Accidents, nor to take 
Advantage of thoſe that offer'd. Already over- 
| preſſed with the Weight of his Crown, he refuſ- 
4 ed to enlarge his Dominions with a Part of the 
4 Netherlands. T he States being deprived of all 
4 Hopes from this Quarter, thought it convenient 
to turn their Eyes towards Exgland. 


EL1ZABETH, whoſe Conduct has ever been 
applauded, even by thoſe who had the greateſt 
1 reaſon to decry it, fill'd at that time the Bri- 
9 tiſoè Throne. This Princeſs, ſtyled King Eli- 
1 zabeth for her manly Spirit, as King James 
who ſucceded her was called Queen James for 


1 his Timidity, judged with reaſon that it was for 
N the Intereſt of her People to confine her Do- 
minions within the Limits which the Ocean had 


preſcribed. But tho* Prudence forbade that ſhe 

ſhould accept the Poſſeſſion of the Low Countries, 
+ yet Compaſſion inclined her to ſend them power- 
4 ful Succours, which the Pride and Inactivity of 
the Earl of Leiceſter who commanded them, 
render'd ineffectual, and even fatal to the Re- 
public. 


; 
i =} 
1 * The Frenchman here is flrangely out, for who docs not 
| know that England and Scotland jointly make the Hand of | 
4 Britain, and in Elizabeth's Time were not united under one | 
Monarch; and Hiftory does not admit of ſuch Figures as the whole 

\ for à Part, 

IN 
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In this critical Conjuncture Maurice, Son to 
Prince William, was placed at the Head of Af- 
fairs. Tho' he was then but ſeventeen Years 
old, yet Affection inclined them at firſt to o- 
verlook his tender Age, and his Bravery after- 
wards confirm'd their Eſteem. Fortune, that 
had long attended the Duke of Parma, and 
crown'd him with Succeſs, deſerted him at once 


to fight for the new Stadtholder, whoſe Life 


was almoſt. one continued Series of Battles, 


Sieges, and Triumphs. Henry le Grand was 


wont to boaſt, That he was the beſt General in 
the World, and Maurice Prince of Orange the 
next. He was, indeed, perfectly Maſter of the 
Art of War, without being diſtinguiſh'd for o- 


ther Abilities; and in all his Exploits he diſ- 
cover'd the Hero. His Camp was the univer- 


ſal School of Europe; and his Diſciples have 


thought it their Duty to ſupport, and, it may 


be, to advance his Reputation. Like Montecu- 
euli he poſſeſſed the Art, ſo little underſtood, of 
Marches and Encampments. Like Vauban he 
had the Talent of fortifying Towns, and ren- 
dering them impregnable. Like Eugene, the ſe- 
cret of ſubſiſting numerous Armies in the moſt 
barren and deſolated Countries. Like Yendome, 
he had the good Fortune to make the Soldiers 
do more upon an Emergency, than he could 
reaſonably expect from them. Like Conde, that 
quick Diſcernment which infallibly decides the 
Fate of Battles. Like Charles the XIIth he 
could make the Hardſhips of Hunger, Cold, 


and Fatigue almoſt familiar to his Troops. 


Like 
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Like Turenne he had the Art, now wholly diſre- 
garded, of huſbanding the Lives of Men. In 
ſhort, if the Judgment of the Chevalier Folard 
may be rely'd on, Maurice was the greateſt 


General of Foot, that, ſince the Times of the 
ancient Romans, the World has produced. 


Tux Deſcendants of the Houſe of Orange have, 
however, been no leſs noted for Ambition, than 
renown'd for Valour. Like William, Maurice 
was for conquering more for himſelf, than for 
his Country. Dazzled with the Luftre of a 
Crown, he was reſolv'd to mount one; and in” 
order thereto diſclos'd his Deſign to the Grand 
Penfionary, the only Man, at that Time, who 
could blaſt his Hopes, or crown them with Suc- 
ceſs. Barnevelt was poſſeſt of all that Authority, 
which a noble Mien, a manly Eloquence, an 
inflexible Integrity, uncommon Abilities, ſignal 
Services, and a conſummate Experience every 
where command. He was an open Enemy to 
Injuſtice, Deceit, Cabals, and Innovations of 
every kind, even tho? they might have their Uſe. 
He was, in ſhort, a Rowan. Inferior neither to 
Fabricius nor Cato in V irtue, he ſurpaſſed them in 
Fortitude. Maurice, aſhamed of the diſcovery 
he had made, and vex'd to appear ambitious and 
treacherous to no purpoſe in the fight of a Man 
ſo diſintereſtedly juſt, reſolv*d to effect his Ruin. 
Tho? this was a dangerous Step, yet it was a 
neceſſary one; and the eaſier to accompliſh it, 
he fell in with thoſe who envied the Power and 
Reputation of this great Man; and not long af- 
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ter an Opportunity offer'd to ſet his Inſtruments 
to work. 


Two Divines of the Univerſity of Lyden had 
about this Time divided all Holland by the Bold- 
neſs or Novelty of their DoEtrines. Gomarus en- 
deavour'd to overthrow the Rights of Free-will, 
Arminius to leſſen thoſe of Grace. The former 
made God the Author of Sin; the latter aſcrib'd 
to Man the Merit of good Works. The one 
maintain'd what he thought the true Sentiments 
of Calvin ; the other what to him appear'd the 
Dictates of Reaſon. Both of them were hot fac- 
tious Enthuſiaſts ; both eager to become Leaders 
of a Party; in which they both ſucceeded. 
Their Doctrines, which, at firſt, lay hid among 
theRubbith of the Schools, crept, by degrees, into 
Churches, Colleges, and Conſiſtories. The Can- 
tagion became general ; and the People, inca- 
pable of judging for themſelves in Matters of 
ſuch Importance, blindly adopted the Senti- 
ments each of his own Preacher, or of him that 
was moſt eſteem'd. The States General know- 
ing the Temper of Divines, began to apprehend 
the Conſequences. A public Conference wag 
propoſed to calm their Minds; but this ferv'd 
only to inflame them more. The odious Diſ- 
tinctions of Gomariſts and Arminians were here 
indelibly fix'd, and became the Source of un- 
ſpeakable Malice, the Violence whereof may be 
conceiv'd, as Religion was its Object.“ | 

THERE 
* No Fire burns ſo fiercely as that which is kindled at God's 


Altar. Thoulouſe, a City in France, has manifeſted in num- 
| berleſ; 
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THERE are certain Times when Men of the 
moſt moderate Principles are compelled to pre- 
fer one Party to another, to avoid the Reproach . 
of both. Barnevelt, reduced to this fatal Neceſ- 
ſity, whether from Conviction, Humour, or 
Reaſon, declared for the Arminians, becauſe the 
moſt pacific. Maurice, to whom every kind of 
Worſhip was indifferent, was, however, deter- 


mined not to conform to that of the Grand Pen- 


ſionary; and therefore inclined towards the Go- 
mariſts, the molt violent, becauſe the moſt dog- 
matic. True and ſincere Zeal never inſpired 
in any Man greater Activity, than the Appear- 
ance of it did in the Stadtholder. Careſſes, Places, 
Promiſes, Penſions ; all were heaped upon the 
Profeſſors, the Miniſters, and Magiſtrates, who 


— — —— — — 


Berleſi Inſtances, its Inveteracy againſt the Reformed and their 


Religion; but here's a very ſingular one: When the favourable 
Edict of January 1561 was reſtored by the Peace in 1568, no 
leſs than four Orders were T to the Parliament of Thou- 
louſe _ it could be brought to regifter the Edict, and then 
they clogg*d it with ſo many Reſtrictions as invalidated the 
chief Articles of it. Not ſatisfied with this they ſent a Deputa- 
tion to the King, to obtain the Prohibition of the Reformed Re- 
legion within the Diſtri of Thoulouſe. Beſides, the Corpora- 


tion alſo ſent three Deputies to the King, ordering them, that in 


caſe it were his Majeſty*s pofetive Will that the Edict ſhould be 
irrevocably maintained in Languedoc and the Turiſdifion of 
the Parliament of Thoulouſe, they ſhould throw themſelves at 
his Majeſiy's Feet, and, in the humbleft Manner, petition that 
the Inhabitants of T houlouſe may be allowed to ſell their Ef. 


fects, and remove to ſuchPlaces as his Majeſty ſhall appoint, chufin 


rather to forſake their native Place and Country, than to dwell 


among the Synagogues of Firebrands, Rebels, and Enemies to the 
Hely Roman Church. See Annals of the City of Thoulouſe. 


The charitable Author highly approves ſuch a firm Refatve. 
declared 
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declared for Gomar; and theſe were the Argu- 
ments with which he bafffed his Opponents. 
Maurice, having thus ſufficiently ſtrengthen'd his 
Party, bis next Endeavour was to procure from 
James I. of England a ſolemn Condemnation of the 
Doctrine of Arminianiſm. An act of the grea- 
ter Importance to his Cauſe, as the King wasan 
Enemy againſt whom the Arminians were in no 
Condition with Safety tocontend. T his Monarch, 
whom Henry IV. of France, call'd Goody James, 
by way of contempt, choſe rather to inſtruct 
than conquer Mankind; and affected to play the 
Divine, where nothing could be done but by the 
Politician. His Heart dilated with oy to have 
procured the Synod of Dori*, wherein the Go- 
mariſts, having the Upper-hand, thunder'd forth 


——— 


is Synod was obtained in the Year 1018, after many and 
ſharp Conteſts with the States, and the King ſent thither four 
Divines of great Character, who together with ſome from 
Switzerland, Geneva, Germany, Cedis the Natives, qual d, as 
much as in them lay, the Arminian Opinion. Notwithſtandihg 
this mighty pot he, K. James made againſt Arminianiſm, yet to- 
evards the end of bis Reign, and much more in his Son's, there 
awas no coming at Preferment, without being of that Opinion, 
The Churches of France were forbid to ſend any Deputies. This 
Synod is accuſed of taking the Council of Trent for a Pattern, not 
alleaving the Arminiens to juſiify themſelves, no more than that 
at Trent did the Protefiants. it aas, as one may ſay, the firſt 
and laſt General Council of the Reformed. It laſted about ſeven 
Months. The Lutherans were extreamly amazed at the Dore 
dracenians. Thar Tranſactions are judged by many moderate 
Perſons to verify Gregory Nazianzen's Saying, that he had ne- 
wer ſeen any Gocd proceeding from a Council, that the Diſeaſes 
of the Church are rather increaſed than cured thereby, The 
Jeſuits had a Fling at this Synod in the following Echo. 
Dordrechti Synodus * Nodus, Chorus integer? Ager, 
Conventus Ventus. Seffio firamen ? Amen, 


Anathema's 
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Anathema's againſt their Oppoſers. This kind 
of Artillery did of itſelf no great Execution; 
but it furniſhed a Pretence to ruin the Accuſed. 
Under Colour of putting the Decrees of the Aſ- 
ſembly in Force, Maurice carried the vindictive 
Sword through all the Seven Provinces, and 
plundered, impriſoned, or baniſhed every one 
whom he judged it his Intereſt to believe, and to 
prove an Arminian. Barnevelt was the laſt Vic- 
tim whom he ſacrificed to his Revenge. He 
cauſed the Father of his Country to be con- 
demn'd, as the Deſtroyer of its Religion.“ 


Nor h inc more frequently occurs in Hiſtory, 
than Inſtances of ambitious Men, who have 
made Religion ſubſervient to their own Ad- 
vancement ; and who have mounted by the Al- 
tar toa Throne. Nevertheleſs Maurice did not 
reap by his Zea], the Fruit which he expected 
from it. The Remembrance of the Grand Pen- 
ſionary ſoon recoil'd upon the Hearts of the 
People. Every one took ſhame to himſelf for 
having conſented to ſhorcen that precious Life, 
which was wholly devoted to the Public Good. 
The Author of ſo foul a Fact became the Ob- 
ject of univerſal Hatred, and he appear'd no 
longer in the Eyes of the Republic, but as the 
Murderer of the righteous Barnevelt. 

Bes1DEs 


— 
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® Some Hiſtorians make Barneyelt not altogether undęſerving 
his Puniſhment as a Stickler for France and Spain, but his 
roceedings may be miſrepreſented and aggravated lite the Pr. 
of Orange's by this Frenchman, However it be, Maurice's 
Charatire 
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BESs ID ES the Public Hatred, three Reaſons 
concurr'd to deprive this Prince of the So- 
vereignty. 1. The Gomariſts, whoſe Cauſe he 
had eſpouſed, made him bur little Recompence. 
They knew that in protecting them, he had on- 
ly his own Intereſts in view. He had ſerved to 
their Advancement; they had ſeconded his Re- 
venge ; and therefore they reſolv*d to gratify 
him no farther. 2, France, who had upon all 
occaſions diſcover'd a tender regard for the Re- 
public, whom ſhe conſider'd as a foſter Child 
of her own, was very deſirous of putting an End 
to thoſe Diviſions, with which ſhe was diſtrac- 
ted. She had intereſted herſelf in favour of 
Barnevelt, with whoſe Integrity, Zeal, and Ca- 

acity ſhe was well acquainted. Maurice re- 
jetted with Scorn the Mediation of this Court; 
and Lewis the Juſt, who penetrated the Motive 
of his ungenerous Proceeding, frankly declared, 
that if he made the leaſt Attempt upon the pub- 
lic Liberty, he ſhould find in him a powerful 
Opponent. And, 3. The Stadtholder had con- 
ceiv'd vaſt Hopes from his Nephew, the Elec- 
.tor Palatine, whom a Rebellion had exalted to 
the Throne of Bobemia.* I his King of _ 
Q 


Character and Intereſt ſuffered by it. A Medal was ſtruck re- 
preſenting Barnevelt on one Side, and on the Reverſe Belgia 
aveeping over the Execution with this Inſcription, Mauritiana 
meum cinxerant digna Catonem. | 

Ferdinand, awho had been elected K. of Bohemia, reſolved to 
extirpate the Proteſtants, and began to break thro the Privi- 
leges which were ſecured to them by the Laws of that Kingdom; 


upon 
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ſo called, becauſe his Reign was but a Winter 
long, was deprived of his hereditary Domi- 
nions, and driven to the Neceſſity of ſeeking 
Protection from that very Maurice, whom he 
had flatter'd himſelf one day to ſet. upon a 
Throne. The other Proteſtant Princes of Ger- 
many, ſtruck with the Blow that had dethroned 
Frederic, forgot all the pompous Promiſes they 
had made in favour of an ambitious Stadtholder, 
and refuſed to aſſiſt him with their Forces, which 
were hardly ſufficient for their own Defence. 


So many Croſſes made a deep Impreſſion up- 
on Maurice, and threw him into Deſpair. His 
Life became a continued Scene of Sorrow, Diſ- 
content, and Melancholy. He had raiſed him- 
ſelf in Imagination to a Crown, and he never 
could get ſo far Maſter of himſelf as to brook, 
the Diſappointment, *Twas Death alone could 
put an End to his Troubles, which was nos 
long in coming to his Relief.“ . 

Frederie 
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upon which the States of Bohemia, Moravia, and Sileſia choſ# 
Frederic, the El:&or Palatine, a fincere Proteſtant, who had 
married the Daughter of K. James I. This flood them in little 
flead, for James could not bear that even an elected and limited 
King ſhould be called in Queſtion by his Subjects. Though the 
Engliſh Nation were much inclined to ſupport him, his 7 act 
ſetting up Balls, Maſks, and other Diver ſions of a Court, diſ- 
guſted the good Bohemians. Pr. Maurice af/ited him, but for want 
of proper Succours Frederic was driven out of all his Dominions. 
Thus the faireſt Opportunity was loft, that has offered ſince the 
Reformation, for its full Eſtabliſhment. 

* If any Vexation haſten'd Maurice's Death, it was an un- 
Lecce/5ful Attempt to relieve Breda, in which Attack the Engliſh, 


under 
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Frederic Henry, Prince of ORANGE 


Third Stadtholder, Captain and 
Admiral General, Anno 1615. 


8 Prince Maurice was never married, he left 
his Title and Effects to Frederic Henry, 
his Brother. The People, not wholly re- 

cover'd from their late Apprehenſions, look'd 
narrowly into the Character and Temper of 
their new Stadtholder, in order to diſcover 
what the Republic had to hope or to fear from 
him. As this Prince was incapable of Diſſimu- 
lation, it was eaſily perceived, that he was born 
without any ſtrong Propenſity either to Vice 
or Virtue. Arminians. Gomariſts, Catholics, and 
Calviniſts, were all equally acceptable to him ; 
who preferr'd an upright Heart before Bigot- 


of any kind. His Imagination was rather 


Juſt than lively, his Temper more mild than 


haughty, his Mind rather ſerene than clouded, 


under Lord Vere, ſhowed ſuch Bravery as deferv'd Succeſs... 
The Frenchman 7s wrong if even _ to his favourite. 


Delvit, who ſaid that the Continuance of the Republick was 
owing to the great Moderation of the Prince's — 1 a- 
mong whom none had the Thoughts of Royalty bus the laft, nor 
would he ever have fallen into them «vithout being put upon 
4hem by the French. | 

and 
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and his Soul rather generous than inclining 
to Ambition. 


Maui had ſpared no Pains to inſpire 
this young Prince with Sentiments like his own, 
but his Endeavours fail'd of the deſired Succeſs. 
Neither Vice nor Virtue will make any great 
Progreſs, where the Temper of the Mind is im- 
33 for their Cultivation. Prince Henry, 

owever, had not wholly rejected his*Brother's 
Views. He long'd to mount a Throne, but 
was for truſting Providence to further his Ad- 
vancement. The grand Motive of the Houſe 
of Orange was ſecretly at his Heart, but he was 
not of a Femper to ſacrifice his Peace in the Pro- 
ſecution of it. He was either too wiſe, or too 
inactive, to put the Happineſs of his Life, and 
the Enjoyment of an ample Fortune, upon the 
hazard againſt an uncertain Sovereignty. He 
had but one Paſſion, and, it may be, but one 
Talent ; and that was, for War. The glori- 
ous Examples of Valour which his Anceſtors 
had ſet him, he tranſmitted to his Deſcendants, 
And when he ſucceeded Maurice, whom he 
had all along emulated, in the Command, the 
Enemies of the Republic were in doubt whether 
they had not rather loſt, than gain'd any Ad van- 
tage by the Death of his Predeceſſor. 


W H1LE the Stadtholder, every where victo- 
rious, increaſed the Glory of the People under 
his Protection, the States General, encouraged 
by the illuſtrious Character of their Prince, be- 


gan in earneſt to ſer about eſtabliſhing their 
E Commerce 
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Commerce upon a ſolid Foundation, which the 
inteſtine Diviſions that prevail'd amongſt them 
had hitherto prevented. Their Eaſt India Com- 
pany was the firſt Object that engroſſed their 
Care. The Portugueſe, by their Prudence, 
Courage, and Perſeverance, had made them- 
ſelves Maſters of the Indies : But falling, about 
this time, under the Dominion of Spain, the 
States judged the Juncture favourable to attack 
their Settlements in that diſtant Part of the 
Globe. As the Dutch fought for themſelves, 
and the Portugueſe now only for their Oppreſ- 
ſors, it is eaſy to conceive on which Side Victory 
determin'd. In Poſſeſſion, ſince that time, of 
the beſt Settlements in Alia, and of all the Trade 
to Japan, the Company, by its prudent Ma- 
nagement, has acquired ſo high a degree of 
Power and Reputation in the Eaſt, as can hard- 

ly be conceived, or credited. The Aſiatic Trade 
is by much the more convenient and advantage- 
ous to the Dutch, as the Spiceries they poſſeſs 
there, draw the Treaſures of America after them, 
which the French and the Engliſb are obliged to 
carry thither for their Purchaſe, | 


ArTER healing the Wounds which their Eaſt 
India Company had received, the States next 
turn'd their Thoughts to thoſe of theWeſt India 
Company. This Company began by wreſting 
from the Portugueſe the Trade ro Africa. E- 
lated and enrich'd by this Succeſs, its next At- 
tempt was upon Brazil, from whence alſo they 
drove the Portugueſe ; infomuch that this Com- 
pany became almoſt as conſiderable as that * 

the 
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the Faſt : But the neceſſary Charges of ſupport- 
ing new Colonies, and the Dividends wc 5 
encourage the Proprietors, being both exceſſive, 
inſenſibly diminiſh'd its Credit; inſomuch, that 
to redeem it, the Company was forced to part 
with all its Conqueſts in America, which it was 
no longer able to protect; and to content itſelf 
with the Trade to Guinea, which has ever ſince 
been very flouriſhing. 

AnoTHER material Article till remain'd to 

be adjuſted by the States General. The Her- 
ring Fiſhery had long been look'd upon as a 
golden Mine to the Republic, who annually em- 
at therein 150,000 Men, and about 3000 

eſſels. Jobn de Wit aſcribes to this Fiſhery 
all the Wealth by which rhe Hollanders — 
been enabled to ſhake off the Spaniſbꝰ Yoke, to 
conquer India, and to make the Figure they do 
in Europe. The Engliſh, vex'd to behold ſuch im- 
menſe Profits drawn by Foreigners from their 
ownCoaſts,aſſumed a Right to oppoſe them there- 
in, as Sovereigns of the Seas that ſurround their 
Iſland. The Dutch deſpiſed the Claim; and, 
after a ſanguinary Conteſt, have continued to 
enjoy the Advantages of that Fiſhery without 
Moleſtation ever ſince. 


_ NorTHninc eſcaped che Vigilince of the States. 
The Trade to the Levant, to France, and to 
the Baltic Sea, were all examined, weigh'd, and 
determin'd, with that Deliberation, Judgment, 
and Perſpicuity, of which the Succeſs is a con- 
vincing Proof. 
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Sven were the important Cares that oecu- 
pied the Dutch, living in Peace, and enjoying 
Plenty, when they perceived the Genius of their 
Stadtholder decline a-pace. He was no longer 
that Frederic Henry that delighted in War ; but 1 
a Man impair'd, trembling at the moſt diſtant 
Appearance of Danger, a Slave to the Humour 
of his Wife, and jealous even of his own Son; 
ſo alienated from France, as to diſcover an A- 
verſion to the very Name of Frenchman ; and 
as fond of the Spaniards, tho? his irreconcileable 
Enemies. Weeping at the bare Apprehenſions 
* het Death, whoſe Horrors he had ſo often 
rav'd.* 


Tat laſt Act of his Authority was, to rati- 

fy, againſt the Faith of the moſt ſolemn En- 

- . gagements, the Treaty of Munſter, whereby he 
broke his Alliance with France, and concluded | 
a ſeparate Peace with Spain. Hence it grew in- 
to a Proverb, That ſooner or later, either during 
Life, or at their Death, Stadtholders would ever 
he fatal to the Republic. 
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®* Theſe Defe#s are the injurious Produce of the Frenchman's 

all Nature. How different is Van Sandes's Account 3 the 
Prince had all the Winter been under a moſt racking Fit of the 
Gout, and in March his fatal Sithneſs ſeix d him. In the Height 
of his Pains, and on the Brink of Death, he gave his lait 
' Bl:ffing to his Children auith a Chriſtian Magnanimity, aſſuring 
the States who avere preſent, that it had been hls conſtant Aim to 
imitate his Father whoſe Blood aas ſhed for them, and his Bro- 
ther who had ſpent his whole Life to the ſame glorious Purpoſe. 
The Miniſter <uho attended his laſt Hours, declared ſolemnly, 
that be never ſaws any one depart with greater Marks of Piety. 

| William 
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N 
William II. Prince of ORANGE, 


Fourth Stadtholder, Admiral, and 
Captain General, 1647. 


CARCE had Frederic Henry breathed his 
laſt, when his Son PVilliam II. was inveſted: 
with the Dignities of Stadtholder, Captain 

and Admiral General, the Reverſion whereof 
had been granted him fixteen Years before. 
This Prince, born with too much Ambition to 
bear the Rank of a Subject, judged the Juncture 
favourable to execute -the Scheme of Royalty 
which his Anceſtors had projected. Every 
thing concurr'd to place him upon a Throne, 
and nothing appear'd in the way of his Ad- 
vancement. All the Powers of Europe were ei- 
ther indifferent as to the Fate of the Republic, 
or intereſted in its Deſtruction. The North 
was involved in the Calamities of a bloody War, 
which had ſucceſſively exhauſted Sweden, Pruſ- 
ſia, Poland, and Denmark ; theſe Powers were 
too deeply depreſſed with their own Miſeries, 
to think of thoſe of an infant Commonwealth. 
The Emperor, deprived by the Treaty of Weſt- 
phalia of that arbitrary Power which the Houſe 
of Auſtria had uſurped in Germany, employ'd the 
Leiſure of a forced Peace in forging new F * 
or 
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ſor the Empire. Spain, humbled to ſee herſelf 
reduced to acknowledge the Independance of 
- the United Provinces, ſought rather to increaſe 
the Rage of Civil War in thoſe Provinces, than 
to ſuppreſs it. England, now under the. Ty- 
rany of an Uſurper, joined the common Ha- 
tred againſt the Dutch, for having dared to in- 
tereſt themſelves in the Fate of the unfortunate 
Charles], And France was provoked with thoſe 
ingrateful Republicans, for having publickly 
preferr'd their antient Tyrants, to an Alliance 
with a Crown, to which they were 2. for 
their Safety. 


WII LIAM was too clear - ſighted not diſcern 
the Concurrence of ſo many promiſing Circum- 
ſtances, and too active to let ſo favourable an 
Opportunity ſlip. He wanted only a Pretence 
to enter upon Action, and it was not long be- 
fore one offer d. The Peace with Spain was 
no ſooner ſignd, than a Reform ot the T 
was propoſed in the Aſſembly of the States, as 
neceſſary, as well on account of the Finances, as 
for the Peace and Commerce of the Republic; 
moſt of the Members, whoſe Policy conſiſted 
chiefly in their Occonomy, Sel6hneſs, and Dif- 
truſt, received this Motion with "Applauſe. 
Cornelius Bicker, a Man of the greateſt Repu- 
tation and Intereſt of any in the Aſſembly, ſe- 
conded it with ſo much Warmth, and Strength 
of Argument, that the Reduction was reſolved 
on, and an Edict e drawn up for 


that Purpoſe. 
Tax 
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Tur Stadtholder diſſembled the Satisfaction 
which this Tranſaction gave him, under the 
Appearance of an open and violent Diſcontent; 
and ſeem'd in earneſt to oppoſe it, while at the 
ſame time his Emiſſaries had ſecret Orders to 
promote it with all their Credit. He perceived 
the Troops, who were for the moſt Part Fo- 
reigners, in great Concern at their Fate; and 
that, by oppoſing the Reform, he would neceſ- 
ſarily intereſt them in his Fortune, and in the 
Ruin of the Aﬀembly of the States. Perſwad- 
ed that nothing he could urge would avail, he 
was not afraid to employ the likelieſt and beſt 
Means to prevent it. He repreſented with 
that maſterly and perſuaſive Eloquence that was 


natural to him, the Danger to which the Re- 


public would be expoſed without Troops, from 
the ſecret Hatred of the Spaniards, and the open 
Reſentment of the French, To which it was 
reply*'d, that there could be nothing to fear 
from Spain, already involv'd in foreign Wars; 
nor from France, diſtracted as ſhe then was with 
Civil Commotions, under the Minority of an 
Infant King. William, failing in this, had Re- 
courſe to another Method: He prevail'd with 
the Princeſs his Conſort, (witheld till now by 
her Pride from going to any Subject's Houſe,) 
to viſit ſuch Ladies of Diſtinction as had the 
Reputation of governing their Huſbands. This 
Expedient ſucceded ſo well at firſt as to allarm 
the Prince : But Bicker, who ſcorn'd to be 
biaſs'd, talk'd aloud, and repeated ſo often the 
inſpiring Names of Sparta and of Rome, of Ci- 
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tizen and Patriot, of Public Good and private 
Property, that his Countrymen, repenting of 
their Weakneſs, ſacrificed their own Fondneſs 
and the Vanity of their Wives, to the Deſire of 
getting themſelves a Name, or amaſſing a For- 
rune. - | 


- W1LL1AM, to conclude the Farce he had all 
along been carrying on, with Propriety, reſolv- 
ed to leave no Method untry'd to heighten 
the Cataſtrophe 3; and for this end, he went 
from Town to Town, in order to obtain from 
each ſingly, what had been deny'd him in the 
Joint Aſſembly of the States. But he was every 
where coldly receiv'd. Some Provinces refuſed 
to give him Audience, and the City of Amſter- 
dam even ſhut her Gates againſt him. 


Tur Troops, deluded by .the Zeal which 
Wilkam had counterfeited for their Intereſt, and 
moved by the many Affronts he had met with 
in pleading their Cauſe, gave him to underſtand 
how much they were at his Devotion; and that 
he might employ their Valour in whatever Ser- 
vice he pleaſed. The Prince, who had” long 
impatiently expected a Declaration of this ſort, 
embrac'd it with Eagerneſs: And immediately 
gave Orders for all the Parties, diſtributed at 
their ſeveral Poſts, to aſſemble that very Night 
in the Neighbourhood of Amſterdam; by re- 
ducing of which City, both Revenge and Po- 
licy had deter min'd him to begin his Expedition. 
This Capital had inevitably been ſubdued, and 
it may be plunder'd, had not the Poſt- boy from 

Hambourg, 
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Hambourg, who paſſed through the Camp un- 
perceiv'd, allarm'd the Inhabitants of their 
imminent Danger. That Inſtant the Gates were 
ſhut up, the Burghers put under Arms, the 
Cannon placed upon the Ramparts, the Sailors 
poſted to guard the Harbour, the Sluices open- 
ed, and the Country laid under Water. The 
Stadtholder, whoſe Deſigns were by theſe Pre- 
cautions fruſtrated, having neither Fortitude 
enough to bear the Diſappointment, nor Ca- 
pacity to alter his Project, ſaw himſelf expoſed 
to the Public Deriſion, which quickly brought 
him to his Grave.* 


Tur Dutch Clergy took occaſion from this 
Incident, to interpret the ſudden Death of this 
ambitious Prince, as a viſible Mark of the Di- 
vine Wrath. The Preachers repreſented him 
to their Hearers under the Figure of Lucifer, 
whoſe Pride was the Cauſe of his Fall. The 
Poets, in their Satires, liken'd his Fate to that 
of 1carus, who periſh'd by his Raſhneſs. The 
Magiſtrates too cauſed a Medal. to be ſtruck 
to unite the Idea of his Enterprize upon Am- 


© 
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* The Miſcarriage 77 an Enterprixe has often haſtened the 
Death of Men of eftabliſh'd Character, as may have been the 
Caſe of this young Prince. The Marquis Ambroſe Spinola, one 
of the greateſt Captains of the laſt Century, after having done 
fuch feats in Germany and Flanders, in the Spaniſh Service, 
miſcarried before Cazal thro the Spight of the Council at Ma- 


drid, at which he grew fo deſperately enraged, that he died in a 


Frenzy, crying out whilft his Breath laſted: Me han quitado 
la honra 7. e. they have robbed me of my Honour, 


F fterdam 
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ſterdamꝰ with that of his untimely Death; on 
one Side was repreſented a Sun emerging from 


the Sea, and on the Shore an unruly Horſe run- 


ning full ſpeed towards the City, with this In- 
ſcription from Virgil, Crimine ab uno diſce omnes: 
And on the Revert: a Phaeton thunderſtruck for 
his Pre ſumption, with this Hemeſtic of Ovid, 
Magnis excidit aufis. | 
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* The Amſterdammers had kept no Decorum towards this 
Prince, and all his Aim was to puniſh ſome particular arrogant 
Spirits, without any of thoſe frighful Ideas which the French, 
man raiſes. The Small Pox carried him off ſoon after. As 
for the Divines and Poets, they have been equally free with his 
incomparable de Wit, comparing him to Haman ; beſides his Life 
had been attempted before as an Enemy to Holland, and at laft 
| te auas tore to Pieces by the enraged Populace, 1 
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William III. Prince of ORANGE 


Fifth Stadtholder, Captain and 
Admiral General, Anno 1672. 


H E firſt Tranſports of the Public Re- 
ſentment were ſcarce abated, when Wil- 
liam III. Poſthumus Son of William II. 

came into the World. The Dutch Populace, 

who neither know how to bear Tyranny, nor 

value Liberty; neither to reſt quiet without a 

Maſter, nor to obey one, changed all at once their 

Sentiments and their Language; and profeſs'd 

as much Affection for the Son, as they had 

ſhewn Averſion towards the Father. Thoſe lof- 
ty Titles they deteſted in the latter, they long'd 
to ſee continued in his Iſſue. Happy for 
the Republic, it was then govern'd by Ma- 
giſtrates, who neither courted, nor contemn'd 
the popular Applauſe ; who, with nice Dif- 
cernment, diſtinguiſh*d what was her true Glo- 
ry, and with Uniformity purſued it. Theſe 
preferr'd the Honour of ſerving their Country 
faithfully, to the Advantage of making them- 
ſelves Partizans; and on the Plan of this pru- 
dent and equitable Adminiſtration, the States 
reſerved in their own Hands, the important 


Truſts of Stadtholder, Captain, and Admiral 
General, 
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General. The Friends of the Houſe of Orange 
were labour ing, not without ſome Proſpect of 
Succeſs, to recover the Stadtholderſhip, and to 
ſtrengthen their Party; when an unforeſeen Ac- 
cident put a ſtop to their Endeavours, and de- 
ſtroy*d their Hopes. þ 


CrRoMwELL, a Name devoted to the Admi- 
ration and Infamy of all Ages, purſued every 
where with Fury, the unfortunate Deſcendants 
of that Throne, which he had juſt then abo- 
liſh'd, The Dutch, moved thereto by Com- 
paſſion, had allowed the Exiles a ſafe Retreat ; 
and from that Inſtant Cromwell conceived an im- 
placable Hatred againſt the Republic. Both 
Sides had Recourſe to Arms; and there never, 
perhaps, was a War conducted with greater Art, 
or, in which more Inſtruments of Treaſon were 
employ'd, in order to come at the Knowledge 
of each others Deſigns, than this between the 
Chiefs of the rwo Republics, who, in all things, 
ſeem'd upon a level: Their Birth was mean, 
their Capacities extenſive, their Conſtitutions 
robuſt, their Application to Buſineſs unwearied, 
their Services innumerable, their Reputation u- 
niverſal, and their Power without Controul. 


Bur notwithſtanding all theſe correſpondent 
Circumſtances, there was ſtill a vaſt Unlike- 
neſs betwixt the Men. Cromwell had made his 
way to Power by Murder, Treaſon, and Perju- 
ry: Jobn de Wit, by his Abilities, Services, 
and Experience. The Protector was bold, 
factious; and born, as it ſhould ſeem, to over- 

turn 
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turn Kingdoms : The Grand Penſionary hated 
Oppreſſion, Diſcord, and Violence. The for- 
mer made Friendſhip, Patriotiſm, and Reli- 
gion, ſubſervient to the Advancement of his 
Fortune; the latter, without neglecting his 
own Concerns, was mindful of the Duties he 
ow'd to his Friends, his Country, and his God. 
The Sternneſs and Arrogancy of the one forced 
Obedience from all, and was not to be confront- 
ed : The natural Dignity and Statelineſs of the 
other commanded Reverence, and none could 
withhold it. The Engliſhman was equally 
happy in penetrating the Deſigns of others, and 
concealing his own ; which, by affecting Frank- 
neſs and — in Public Diſcourſe, he diſ- 
guiſed the more. The Dutchman, no leſs dex- 
terous, tho* without Deceit, with an eaſy and 
natural Simplicity cover'd the moſt extenſive 
Projects. To compleat his Fortune, the Pro- 
tector wanted only a Son of equal Abilities to 
ſucceed him: To the Grand Penſionary was 
wanting a more honourable Death. 


Or theſe Rivals in Renown, the beſt ſup- 
ported muſt prevail; and Cromwell had that 
Advantage. He compelled the States wholly 
to renounce the Intereſt of the Houſe of Stuart, 
and to exclude Prince Villiam from the Stadt- 
holderſhip, becauſe nearly related to that un- 
fortunate Family. The Subſtance of the Trea- 
ty was to this Effect: 


&© THAT the States General of the United 
& Provinces ſhould never make Choice - the 
„% Prince 
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1 Prince of Orange, nor any of his Deſcendants, 
for Stadtholder or Governor of the Republic; 
nor for Chief or Firſt Preſident of the Coun- 
* cil of State; nor for Captain General of 
the Land Forces; nor for Governor of a- 
% ny particular Province, Fort, or City what- 
„ ſoever; nor for Admral General, Vice Ad- 
* miral, Rear Admiral, or Captain of a ſingle 
« Ship; and that they ſhould from thence 
forward effectually oppoſe all Attempts that 
c ſhould be made by this Prince or his Adhe- 
rents to procure him any Employment with- 
in the Territories under the Obedience of 
the Republic.“ 


Tux Reſtoration of Charles the Second to 
the Throne of Exgland, gave new Life to the 
Friends of the Prince of Orange in the United 
Provinces, The War indeed, which broke our 
a-freſh between the two Nations, ſeem'd to con- 
found their Projects, but produced a quite con- 
trary Effect. A moſt deteftable Plot was form- 
ed, even in the very Heart of Holland, in favour 
of the Engliſh Arms. The Conſpirators were 
perſuaded that a Miſcarriage, artfully improv- 
ed, would bring the eſtabliſh'd Government in- 
to diſrepute, and produce Changes favourable 
to the Intereſts of their beloved Prince. But 
the Grand Penſionary, whoſe penetrating Eye 
nothing could eſcape, ſuſpected this T reachery, 
diſcover*d it, publickly proclaim*d it to the 
World, and brought the Authors of it to ex- 
emplary Puniſhment ; inſtilling, at the ſame 
time, his own well-grounded Apprehenſions 

into 
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into the Minds of the worthieſt Members of 
the Republic. 


TAE States, terrify'd at the Danger they 
had eſcaped, publiſh'd that famous perpetual and 
irrevocable Edict, which declared, That the 
«© Office of Stadtholder, or Governor of one 
* or more of the United Provinces, ſhould never 
© be conferr'd upon any Perſon whatſoever.” 
This Declaration was ſign'd by all the Citizens 
that bore any public Employment in the State z 
and the Prince himſelf, againſt whom it was le- 
velPd, was obliged to take an Oath to ob- 
ſerve it. 


SUCH was the Situation of the United Pro+ 
vinces, when Lewis the XIVth enter'd upon Ac- 
tion, This Monarch, whoſe very Name ſtrikes 
the Mind with a loftier Idea than all the Cha- 
racters we read of him can convey, had carried 
the War into the Low Countries in order to ſup- 
port the Pretenſions of Mary Thereſa, his Con- 
ſort. Spain, heretofore ſo renown*d in Europe, 
both far the Wiſdom of her Councils, and her 
Power, was ſcarcely, at the Period of which L 
am ſpeaking, the Shadow of what ſhe had for- 
merly been. After being for Ages paſt the 
Terror of other Crowns, ſhe was now ſunk ſo 
low as to excite only their Compaſſion, Go- 
vern'd by a weak Regent, and by 
2 »Confeſſor, (of whoſe Schools "Father Nitard, 
the beſt could never form one : 
great Man) this Monarchy fell into ſuch a lan- 
guiſhing Condition, as ſeem'd to preſage its 

uin. 


(4 


Ruin. Her Miaiſters, who in times paſt, were 


the Firſt Movers of the general Affairs of 


Europe, were now wholly taken up with little 
Court Cabals, and trifling Diſputes concerning 
the Privileges of their Poſts Her Ambaſſa- 
dors, who were wont to govern the Councils 
of all the Princes to whoſe Courts they were 
ſent, had now ſo little Credit themſelves, as to 
be obliged to ſeek the Intereſt of inferior Mi- 
niſters. The Conquerors, the Maſters of Ame- 
rica, were ſcarce able to levy an Army, and 
ſtill leſs to pay one. 


Trax French, accuſtom'd to ſurmount the 
greateſt Obſtacles, found it eaſy to overcome 
fuch an Enemy as I have deſcribed. Their Con- 
queſts were numerous, and their Progreſs rapid, 
in a Country badly fortify'd, and worſe defend- 
ed. The States General, allarm'd for their 
Frontiers, concluded with England and Sweden 
a tripple Alliance. This Step was as fortunate 
for Spain,whoſe Provinces it ſaved ; as it was fa- 
tal to France, whoſe Projects it confounded. 
The Dutch, reſcued from the Danger that threa- 
ten'd them, could not forbear inſulting their an- 
tient Protectors, on Medals ſtruck by Order of 
their Magiſtrates, in Writings publiſh'd by 
their Wits, and in the ordinary Converſation 
of their Ambaſſadors. 


- Lewis IT GRAND, who was beloved by 
his Subjects, dreaded by his Enemies, reſpected 
by his Allies, and admired by all the World, 


could not behold without Indignation the 1 
ent 


2 
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lent Pride of the United Provinces; and only 
ſuſpended his Vengeance for a time, to make 
it the more terrible. But it broke forth at laſt 
in ſuch aſtoniſhing Events, as will be remem- 


bered as long as the Records of time ſhall re- 
main. 


Jonx pe Wir forſaw the Storm, while it 
was yet gathering, and, had he been attended to, 
would either have averted it by proper Ac- 
knowledgments, or weaken'd its Force by 
Preparing againſt the worſt. But the Parti- 
ans of the Stadtholder would neither conſent 
to the one, nor aſſiſt in the other. They hoped 
by the Calamity of their Country, to accom- 
Pliſh the Ruin of the Grand Penſionary, and 
the Exaltation of the Prince of Orange; and 
they were not diſappointed. The People, delud- 
ed by their Artifices, conceived that the Repub- 
lic was either betray'd, or ill govern'd. A 
Stadtholder was every where demanded, and 
Threats were join'd to the general Cry : inſo- 
much, that the Magiſtracy ſeem'd diſpoſed to 
facrifice their own Reaſon to the Violence of a 
blind, inconſiderate, and tumultuous Mob. 


Dr Wir alone, or almoſt alone, ſtood firm 
amidſt the Torrent of popular Fury. He had e- 
ver, while in Credit, approved of what was rea- 
ſonable; and he rejected, when in Diſgrace, what 
appeared to him weak and unjuſt. He was a 
Republican to the laſt; and, although he ſaw 
plainly that it was - no purpoſe for him mY 
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fo, yet he addreſſed the Staten OE: in the 
following : 

«<< IT is now nineteen Years ſince your High 
++ Mightineſles raiſed me to the Polt I at pre- 
<« ſent enjoy; during which time I have diſ- 
charged the Duties thereof with that Dili- 
* gence and Succeſs, which every good Citizen 
* remembers, and of which it would ill become 
* me to remind the Ungrateful. The, Cala- 
„ mities which we at this day feel, I foretold 5 
and, had my Advice _ follow'd, might 
« 'have . But Heaven, whoſe gracious 
„ Providence I adore, thought fit, that other 
Counſels ſhould Nie z and, far be it from 
„me to repine, altho* the fatal Conſequences 
that have attended thoſe Counſels, are falſe- 
4e ly laid to my Charge. Let thoſe who have 
e labour'd, with ſo much Art to prejudice the 
_ ** Multitude againſt me, triumph: They have 
wb gain'd their Point; and De Wit retires. Bur 
: tis neither through Fear nor Idleneſs that 
L relinquiſh the Care of the State; 'tis be- 
« cauſe a_ Magiſtrate, hated by the People, 
can no longer be ſerviceable to the Repub- 
lic. I want neither Comfort nor Revenge. 
« All I-wiſh is, that my Succeſſor may do 
* more for his Country than I have done; and 
* that, his Services may be better accepted. 
I have only to add my laſt farewel Advice to 
you, Which will redound to your Honour : 
Never exalt the Prince of Orange. William 
has not forgotten the high Rank which his 
«++ Anceſtors have held over all your Provinces. 

Poſſeſs'd 


A 

« Poſleſs'd of their Power, will he not inherit 
* their Ambition ? Of the four Stadtholders 
*© which you have already had, two have co- 
e vertly, and two openly endeavour'd to en- 
«© enſlave you. And their Succeſſor will have 
*© ſtill an additional Motive to excite him to ſo 
„ daring an Attempt ; that is, Revenge. As 
ehe is the Darling of a very powerful Party, 
«© he will make it ſpeak and act according to 
& his Mind. Were the Prince, what in fact he 
„is not, naturally moderate, his Flatterers 
* would inſpire him with S:ntiments of Royal- 
* ty. Can you believe me, when I tell you, 
<< that our preſent Diſtreſs is the ſole Conſe- 
* quence of his Intrigues. His Voyage to viſit 
* our Neighbours cover'd his dark Deſigns. 
* To accompliſh his own Promotion, he has 
armed“ the King of England, his Uncle, a- 
% gainſt you! *Tis neither to his Services, nor 
to the free Election of the States, but to 
* Force alone, that he intends to owe his Ele- 
vation.“ 85 


Tris Speech might have ſtrengthen'd irre- 
ſolute Minds, but mi e no Impreſſion on Hearts 
poſſeſo'd with Fear. William II. was proclaimed 
Stadtholder, Captain, and Admiral General, 
The Populace teſtify'd their Joy on this Occa- 
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* Do not all Engliſh Hiftorians commend the firſ{ Dutch 
War, entered into by Way of Repriſals, and at the Addreſs of both 
Houſes ; and the ſecond is as evidently to be imputed to French 
Counſels. The Succeſs of theſe two Mart auas anſwerabl: to the 


Juſtice of them. 
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fion in a very ſingular manner, by murdering 
| Fobn de Wit, and Cornelius, his Brother, the two 
ableſt Men belonging to the Republic. 


Taz Prince of Orange, exalted to be Head 
of the United Provinces, made himſelf ſoon af- 
ter the Soul and Arbiter of Europe. He every 
where cauſed the Alarm to be ſpread by his E- 
miſſaries, that France, being arrived to a grea- 
ter Height of Power than Charles the Vth had 
ever been able to reach, like him, aim'd at U- 
niverſal Monarchy, and by her refined Policy 
was much more likely to attain to it. This 
Phantom excited the Indignation of other Pow- 
ers, provoked their Jealouſy, ſtrengthen'd their 
Suſpicions, ſharpen*d their Policy, and diſpoſed 
them to form an Alliance for their mutual Se- 
curity. The deſigning Stadtholder was the 
Centre, where every one's Spleen againſt France 
united. Under the bewitching Notion of form- 
ing a Ballance of Power, he reconciled the moſt 
divided States, gain'd the Confidence of the wa- 
rieſt Courts, reconciled the moſt oppoſite Inte- 
reſts, extinguiſh'd the moſt inveterate Feuds, 
ſubdued the moſt obſtinate Tempers, rouſed the 
moſt inſenſible Nations, and gain'd an abſolute 
Aſcendancy over the greateſt Monarchs. 


He made all Europe believe, that in order to 
humble France, he muſt be placed upon the 
Throne of England, inſtead of the Ally, the 
Friend, and Admirer of Lewis ibe Great. It 
muſt in truth be acknowledged, that K. James, 
by his Miſconduct, had paved the way for ſuch 

a Revo» 
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a Revolution. That Prince had too raſhly at- 
tempted to ſubvert both the Religion and the 
Laws of his Kingdoms; ſo that his own Preci- 
itation, or the 1 of his Council, de- 
eated the Deſign. Naturally proud and vio- 
lent, he eſtcemd it beneath the Dignity of a 
Sovereign to ſtoop to thoſe little Artifices 
which captivate the People. He miſtook Pride 
for Greatneſs of Mind, and Obſtinacy for Reſo- 
lution. He never had Patience to wait for Op- 
portunities, nor Courage (often 3 
to give way to Difficulties. 


WIILIAM, though advanced to the Throne 
of Great Britain, did not think the Stadthol- 
derſhip beneath him. By uſurping the one, he 
confirm'd himſelf in the other; and he often 
uſed to comfort himſelf at the Hague, when he 
had met with Crofles that had vex'd him at 
London. The Hearts of the Engliſh were never 
open to him, and his gloomy melancholy Diſ- 

ſition render'd him till leſs acceptable.“ The 
Ne eceſſity he lay under in hisYouth to be upon his 
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Sir William Temple, and aue will — his Jude: 
ment ? ſpeaking of him when a Youth, ſays, he was of more 
Parts than ordinary, and of the better Sort; and with extreme 
good and a — Humour —— el King Charles II. 
faid of bin. Well, I never auas yet deceived in judging of a Man's 
Honefly by his Looks, and if I am ne miſtaken in the Prince's 
Face, he is the honefteft Man in the World ; pity that the En- 
2 People ſhould not open their Hearts to a Prince of ſuch Qua- 
ities. Burnet = the ill Returns he met auith from the 


15555 ty and their Perverſenęſi towards him, had ſoured 
guard 
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uard himſelf, and to be watchful of thoſe a- 
2 him, brought upon him a Habit of Diſſi- 
mulation and Reſerve; and, without doubt, con- 
tributed not a little towards furniſhing him with 
that nice and clear Diſcernment which he had 
of Men. By nature proud, and diſdaining to be, 
or even appearing to be govern'd, he took care 
to let his Miniſters and Favourites know, that 
they were neither to truſt too much to their 
own judgment, nor to his Affection for them; 
and he was equally diſpleaſed with them when 
they offer*d to adviſe him, or preſumed to con- 
tradict him. He ever diſcover'd, at the Head 
of his Armies, more Courage than Conduct; and 
his Ignorance often, involved him in Difficulties, 
out of which his Valour could not always ex- 
tricate him. On this account it was, that a 
certain Prince, before whom he was cried up as 
a perfect General, reply'd, Why truly, ſaid he, 
I never knew a General ſo young, who had loſt fo 
many Battles, and raiſed ſo many Sieges* 


yn 
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His generous Antagoniſt the Prince of Conde, wrote after the 
Battle of Seneff, that the Prince of Orange had acted like an old 
Captain in all, but only in venturing himſelf too much like a young 
Man ; and Count Zouches the Imperial General, that the Prince 
eau d on that Occaſion, the Prudence of an aged Captain, the 
Courage > # a Cæſar, and the undaunted Bravery of a Marius. 
be Prince of Conti, in an intercepted Letter to his 
Princeſs, after the Battle of Landen, ſays of him, the Kin 
of England /cemed preſent every where, and tis pity he ſhould 
not have the quiet Poſſeſſion of a Crown, which his Courage ja 
ell deſerve 3 . f | 


Ox 
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Or all the Stadtholders William was cer« 
tainly the moſt ambitious 3 but, at the ſame 
time, the moſt tenacious of the Public Liberty. 
He wanted, however, to be a King, but found 
it eaſter to dethrone his Father-in-Law, than to 


bring the United Provinces under his Subjec- 
tion. The Imprudence of King James the 11d 


of England, was the Preſervation of the Repub! 


LE. 


William 
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William Charles Bride: ine of 
ed Nass Au ORANGE, 1 


Sixth Sradtholder. Admiral, as 
Captain General, 1747. 


HE States General, whom the Art and 
Addreſs of William the 111d had blind- 

ed to their moſt eſſential Intereſts, did 

not perceive, even after his Deceaſe, how far 
they had been deluded. ok glorious Part 
which they had acted be ce of Ry. 
wick encouraged the Deceitꝭ jathÞ the Figure 
MASpani/b War 

cheriſh'd the Illuſion. The Treaty of Utrecht, 
which they ſpar'd no Pains to Fear, and which 
drew upon them the well-khown ſaying of Car- 
dinal Polignac, Gentlemen, we'll treat among you, 
we'll treat concerning you, and we'll treat without 
vn ; this famous Treaty, I ſay, diſſolv'd 
the 
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* There was alſo another Story current at that Time. When 
Mr. Buys, a Plenipotentiary of Holland, at the Utrecht Con- 
gre — that the K of 5 rance foould be ſollicited to releaſe 
the Proteſtants out of the Gallies and Priſons in France, Abbot 
Polignac warmly anſwered, Would not the King be reckoned a 


buſy — ſhould he inſiſt that the States ſhall releaſe - 
the 
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the Charm, They then clearly perceived, what 
they had ſcarce before imagined, their Finances 
ſo deficient as to be above ſix hundred Millions 
in Debt; ſuch a vaſt Deſtruction of Men, that 
Hands were wanting for the neceſſary Employ- 
ments of Life; their Navy ſo weaken'd, that 
it has been impoſſible for them to reſtore it; 
their Credit ſo dwindled, that, to this Day, the 
intelligent Part of Mankind make bur little Ac- 
count of it. Neither was this the moſt afflit- 
ing Proſpect that preſented itſelf” to the Re- 
publick's View: She clearly diſcern'd that her 

ealth, her Troops, and her Shipping had all 
been laviſh'd in ſupport of one Nation whoſe 
Aggrandiſement ſhe moſt dreaded ; and for the 
Intereſt of another, whoſe Ruin ſhe moſt deſired; 
I mean, England and France. 


I is indeed true, That by the * Aſſiento Con- 
tract, and the Acquiſition of Gibraltar and 
Port Mahon, the Engliſh Commerce had gain'd 
| | an 


the Criminals out of their Raſp and Spin-houſe, and other Priſons, 
To which Buys immediately 1 the auguſt Monarch of 
France will own the ſeveral Criminals and Malefattors in thoſe 
Places for his ſpiritual Brothers and Siſters, as the States from 
their Hearts do the diſtręſi d Proteſtants in France, Il engage 
they ſhall be all ſet at Liberty without Delay. However, at 
Utrecht, the Divine Author of Anti Lucretius 7s to be confidered 
as the Repreſentative of a bullying Prince, who, by the Defectiun 
of the Engliſh, had got the Game into his own Hands. 

* This Word in $ paniſb is a Convention or Contract. Here 
it means the Privilege of W Negroes into the Spaniſh 


—— ũſ—— — — — 


5 „„ „„„„ͤ% r „ 


— 2 ——— A —_ - o 


—— — a 
. 
— _— 


( 50 ) 
an almoſt incredible Superiority over that of 
the United Provinces. And it is as certain, that 
France, on the other hand, became poſſeſt, in 
effect, of all the Power of which Philip V. was 
not deprived ; for Spain, who, without doubt, 
would have govern'd herſelf according to her 
antient Principles of Self-intereſt, had ſhe not 
been ſufficiently humbled, was conſtrain'd to 
throw herſelf into the Arms of France, from 
whoſe Power ſhe is never likely to recover her 
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Weſt- Indies, which, at the Treaty of Utrecht, was transferred 
from the French, to the Engliſh South Sea Company ; and this 
zs ſo ſtrongly ſecured to them, that the Treaty provides that the 
Aſfeentoiſts upon Application ro the Governors, ſhall have Liberty 
to take Cognizance of, and ſearch all Ships and Veſſels that ſhall 
eome upon the Coaſt of India, or into its Ports, in which they 
ſuſpect contraband Negroes to be ; and if ſuch are found, to take, 
ſeize, and confiſcate ſuch Ships and their Negroes, of whatſoever 
Nation they might be. In Virtue of this Contrag, the South- 
Sea Company are yearly to furniſh 4,800 Negroes of both Sexes, 
between 15 and 25, Tears of Age, and to pay a Duty te the King 
of Spain at 33 Piaſters per Head, and for all they furniſh beſides, 
only half the Duty for the firſt 25 Years of the Aſiento. The 
Negroes are diſcmbarked at Buenos Ayres. A good Negroe in 
their native Country is bought for about 6 or 71. and in the 
Colonies will fetch near 401. The poor Wretches, while in View 
of their Country. fall into ſueh deep Grief, that not a few lan- 
guiſh and dye, fome deftroy themſelves by refuſing their Food, others 
daſh out their own Brains, and others jump overboard ; it has 
happened that they have freed themſelves by maſtering the Ship. 
The beft Means to quiet and preſerve them, is to have ſome muſical 
Inſtrument to play to them. The Aſſiento Company have a fur- 
ther, and that a very advantageous Privilege, of ſending every 
Year to the Spaniſh America a Ship of 500 Tons, loaden with 
the fame Commodities as the Spaniards uſually carry thither, with - 
a Licence to ſell the ſame at the Fairs of Porto Bello, Cartha- 
gena, Vera Cruz, Cc. 
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| Independency. *Tis true, indeed, that the Dutch 
obtain'd what they thought abſolutely neceſſary 
for their own Security; but it is ſtill a Queſtion 
amongſt the wiſeſt Politicians, Whether the Bar- 
rier be really an Advantage to the Republic ? 
Were the Low- Countries garriſon'd by the Au- 
ſtrians, they would not then depopulate Holland 
as they now do, and yet perhaps be a better De- 
fence againſt the Approach of the Common E- 
nemy. But, be this as it will, the Republic found 
herſelf in a languiſhing Condition; of which the 
laſt Stadtholder was look'd upon as the Cauſe. 
The Stadtholderſhip was, therefore, rejected with 
Contempt; and what I am going to relate con- 
tributed not a little to increaſe the general Pre- 
judice. 


Wu the Dutch became a Free People, the 
Houſe of Naſſau was then divided into two 
powerful Branches, which flouriſh'd many Years 
within their Provinces. But when the Elder, 
which was that of Orange, was extinguiſh'd by 
the Death of the Uſurper of the Britiſb — 

e 
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About the Year 1672, when the French had over-run a great 
Part of the United Provinces, and the Prince's Game ſeem'd 
deſperate, both England and France ply*'d him with Offers to 
make him Sovereign of the Country, but his Anſwers were always 

— that he would never betray a Truſt, nor ever ſell the 
Liberties of his Country, which his Anceſtors had defended—that 
he would rather live upon his Eſtate in Germany, and paſs his Life 
in hunting there, than ſell his Country to France at any Price— 
that their Condition indeed aas very dangeraus ; but he had one 1 

i 
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the younger Branch of Naſſau, became poſſeſt 
of part of the Family Eſtates, and of all its In- 
tereſt. > 


Tux Stadtholderſhip of Friezeland, which 
was hereditary, and that of Groningen, which 
the Houſe of Orange had poſleſs'd by Intervals, 


hd 


Hill let, not to ſee its final Ruin, which was, to die on the laſt 1 
Dyke. When the Province of Guelderland unanimouſly offered | 
him the Sovereignty, the Prince ſaid, he would give no Anſaver 
| _ an Affair of ſuch Moment, without adviſing with the other 
rovinces. Some Perſons in England were Teckel to have 
tamper d with Holland about Inſurrections, to ſecond the Dutch, 
| and when the Engliſh 4 feignified to the Prince, boa 
| ebliging the King would take it, if he would diſcover their 
| Names, the Prince anſwer*d, he ſet a great Value on the King's 
Fawour, but no Conſideration ſhould bring him to betray thoſe f 
Perſons who profeſs d to be his F * — told the En- * 
gliſh Ambaſſador that he æuould rather charge a Thouſand Mer | 
with a Hundred, though he avere ſure to die by it, than promote 
a Peace which was detrimental to his Allies — that be thank'd 
the King for the Care he offered to take of his Lands and Lord- 
ſhips in Burgundy, but that he would freely part with them all 
to procure a Town or two more in Flanders to the Spaniards. 
All agree that he was very plain, downright, and hating all 
Ambiguity and Tricking; and ſhall the Behaviour of ſuch a Per- 
fon be treated as Artifice ® Do not his Life and Death fhew too 
ſerious a Senſe of Religion, to difjemble in the ſolemn Declara- 14 
tion he publiſh'd at his embarking for England? He auas invited N 
over and joined by the moſt conſiderable Perſons in the Nation. 
Not a Drop of Blood was ſpilt, The Crown wai conferred upon 
him by the Lords and Commons in a full Convention, his Defigns 
were always good and great, yet too much thwarted by a worth- 
leſs Set of Malecontents. A Papiſt and a Frenchman may in the 
Rancour of their Hearts call William the I11d an Uſurper, but 
Proteſtants and Engliſhmen Huld revere him as the Man of 
Gods's right Hand, whom he made firong for himſelf. 


Was 
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was till now conſider'd as a very moderate Eſta- 

bliſhment for a Prince. But when the Partizans 
of both Branches became united, they began to 
form Schemes that threaten'd the PublicLiberty. 


To avoid, however, giving Umbrage to the 
States, who were upon their Guard, they coun- 
terfeited for a long Time a moſt engaging De- 

rtment, which carried the Appearance of per- 
ect Moderation, But in the Year 1722, when 
all Diſtruſt was ſufficiently remov'd, or, it ma 
be, totally baniſh*d, the Province of Guelderland 
was tamper'd with, ſingly, to chuſe William 
Charles Friſo, Prince of Naſſau Orange, for its 
Stadtholder. The News of this Demand, and of 
the favourable manner in which it had been re- 
ceived, cauſe a general Conſternation. All the 
other Provinces united with one Voice to diſ- 
ſuade the States of Gelderland from ſo danger- 

. ,ous a Step; and in order thereto addreſſed them 
in the following Manner: 


© Wx neither can, nor ought we to conceal 
* from your Noble Mightineſſes, the deep Con- 
4 cern wherewith we are affected at the Reſolu- 
„tion you have taken to be govern'd by a 
« Stadtholder. And altho? we are ſenſible of the 
&* Independency of your Proceedings, and do 
<« fully acknowledge it, yet have wejudged our- 
<< ſelves authoriſed by thoſe T yes of common 
* Union that bind us in one great Compact, to 
offer to your wiſe Conſideration ſome ſeaſon- 
able Reflections. May no falſe 9 
* clude 
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elude the Force of them, or drown the Voice 
of Reaſon when employ'd in the Cauſe of 
Liberty ! The Hiſtory of our Stadtholders is 
the Recital of the Calamities of our Country ! 
If the Proſperity of the Republic has incenſed 
or armed our jealous Neighbours againſt us 
if cruel Wars have interrupted or ruined our 
Commerce ; if ſhameful Defeats have un- 
cover'd our Frontiers; if Diviſions and Ca- 
bals have alienated our Affections from one 
another, and cool'd our Ardour ; if Civil 
Diſcords have conſumed our Bowels; you can- 
not but know, moſt Puiſſant Lords, that theſe 
Evils, great as they are, have all proceeded 
from the Stadtholderſhip. Hardly have we 
had Time to breathe ; hardly have we begun 
to revive the Languſhing State; when al- 
ready your Projects threaten us with new, 
and, it may be, with greater Misfortunes. 
Our Provinces have been ſhaken to the Foun- 
dation by the ſucceſſive Enterprizes of five 
Tyrants, and ſhall they ſtill ſuſtain farther 
Concuſſions? Lay your Hands upon your 
Hearts, and reflect, Noble Mightineſſes, that 
in electing a ſixth Stadtholder, you give the 
finiſhing Stroke to the very Being of this 
Republic. By the Memory of thoſe re- 
nowned V irtues that gave Birth to the United 
Provinces 3 by the Love which you owe to 
your Country ; by the Value you have for 
our Happineſs and your own, we conjure you; 
put an End, while it is yet in your Power, 


put an End to our Fears. That the 
Blood 
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0 Blood of our Fellow Citizens who have 


« fought for their Country may not be ſpilt in 
„ vain; that our Old Men may not regre: that 
„ the feeble Remains of Life were prolong'd 
* to them, only to know Sorrow, and ſhare in 
the general Diſgrace ; that our Young Men 
* may not reproach us with having delivered 
* them up to Bondage; let us, we beſeech you, 
* tranſmit to our Poſterity the ſame Indepen- 
© dency that was handed down to us by our 
* Anceſtors, Let us live, and die free. Let us 
«© be Republicans. Let the Example of thoſe 
« 1lluſtrious Heroes, whoſe Blood we boaſt, in- 
« ſpire us; let us imitate the great Barnevelt, 
& de Wit, Tromp, Rutter, and thoſe other awful 
Shades who would have perfer'd a glorious 


Death to a ſhameful Subjection. Noble 


* Mightineſs, abjure the Stadtholderſhip : All 
of us preſent requeſt it of you. Make this 
Sacrifice to your Countrymen and Friends; 


* make it to your own Safety; for without it, 


© Liberty is no more, and your Glory is ex- 
* tinguiſh*d forever.“ 


Tus Speech failed of the Succeſs that was 
expected from it. Thoſe malignant Spirits 
whoſe Intrigues had made it neceſſary, were ac- 
tiveand deprav*d enough to render it unavailable. 
The States of Guelderland aſſumed the Air of be- 
ing inſulted by thoſe generous Counſels which 
they had not aſk'd; but which, for all that, they 

reatly apprehended. They hurried on their 
Flection z and the Oppoſition of the other Pro- 
yinces ſerv'd only to advance, by ſome Months, 


the 


1 

the Elevation of the new Stadtholder. Happy 

for the Republic, this Election was neither ge- 

nerally approv'd, nor elſewhere imitated. Poſ- 

ſeſsd only of the Stadtholderſhip of Friezeland, 

Groningen, and Guelderland, the Prince of O- 

range had but lit'le Influence on Public Affairs, 
when the Commc..ons that embroil'd Europe 

drew the Armies of France into the Low Coun- 

Tries, | 


Lzwis the X Vth, who delights in the Name 
of a Titus, more than in that of an Alexander; 
who has ever been a good King through Choice, 
and who has become a Conqueror only by Con- 
ſtraint, no ſooner appear'd at the Head of his 
Troops, than Victory determin'd in their Favour, 
Every Day brought new Conqueſts with it, as if 
the great Actions which he performed were no 
longer to be remember*d than while they were 
executing 3 and the Fame of one Exploit was to 
be ſwallow*d up, by the Succeſſion of a greater, 
In two Campaigns he made himſelf Maſter of the 
Low Countries, and advanc'd upon the Frontiers 
of the Republic, who found herſelf equally em- 
barraſs'd by the Moderation: of his moſt, Chriſ- 
tian Majeſty, and the reſiſtleſs Progreſs of his 
Arms, "= 


IT was, indeed, commonly believ'd, that the 
ſettled Irreſolution of the Dutch proceeded from 
a ſecret Deſign they had in View o enlarging the 
Profits of their Commerce, and acquiring the 
Glory of becoming Mediators ; but thoſe who 

| were 
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were of this Opinion, were ignorant of the true 
Motives. The United Provinces were wholly 
taken up with the thoughts of their unhappy 
Situation: They were inclined to hope, that 
Time and Circumſtances, joined to their own 
— Endeavours, would, at laſt, concur to 
bring about their deliverance; but in this they 
were diſappointed. It happened, as it was al- 
ways apprehended it would, that the Republic ſaw 
herſelf reduced to the fatal Neceſſity of either 
denying the Exgliſb and Auſtrian Troops a ſafe 
Retreat in her Provinces ; or incurring the juſt 
Indignation of Lewis the XVth. Whatever their 
Inducements were, the States reſolved to hazard 
the latter; and the Invaſion of Dutch Flanders by 
the French Forces, and their memorable Succeſs 
in that Enterprize, were the immediate Conſe- 
quences of that Reſolution. | 


Tux Partizans of the Houſe of Orange had 
ſecretly wiſh'd for an Event ſo favourable to their 
Views; and, it is not altogether improbable, 


ere at the bottom of it. The People, always 
.__difftisfy'd with the preſent Government, be it 


ever ſo equitable, fell in with their Meaſures, and 
received their Impreſſions: And the Mob, who 
ſeldom fail to make themſelves fear*'d when they 
me deſperate, tumultuouſly demanded, that 
the Prince of Orange ſhould be placed at the 
Head of the Republic. 


Ir is imagined, that the Conſequences of the 
War in 1672, have prejudiced the Minds of the 
Vulgar in favour of = Stadtholderſhip. But 
ob were 


2 
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were it as true, as it is falſe, that the Stadtholder 
was at that Time the Preſerver of the Republic, 
the Circumſtances are at this Day ſo different, 


that nothing can be concluded from thence in 
favour of his Succeſſor. France is poſſeſt of all 


the. Advantages which ſhe then boaſted, to fa- 


cilitate her Conqueſts : She has upon the Throne 
a powerful and victorious King, adored by hisSub- 


Jes: At the Head of her Armies a General equally 


{kilful in projecting, conducting, and executing the 


= Deſigns ; againſt whom his Enemies, if 


e has any ſtill left, can find nothing to alledge: 


In the Field, numerous Troops, well diſciplined, 


and invincible when headed by Leaders capable 
of improving the Valour of their Men. But 


the Difadvantages that changed the Face of Af- 


fairs in the firſt Dutch War are not to be ap- 
prehended in the preſent. b 


Fx Axcx, at that Time, beheld all Zurope 


riſing up in Arms to eclipſe her Glory, or ſtop 


the Courſe of her Victories: Now, ſhe has made 
her way, and puſh'd her Conqueſts, in ſpite of 
the Efforts of Europe conſpired againſt her. In 
the former War, ſhe had Allies that traverſed 
her Meaſures, and regretted the Advantages ſhe 
gained, In this, the Fidelity and Generofity 
of her Allies are equal to their Valour and Pru- 


dence. Then, her Forces were too much divided 


for the Defence of Places of little Strength or lit- 
tle Importance. Now, ſhe has learnt the Art of 
ſecuring whole Provinces without enfeebling, or 


even without diminiſhing her Armies, 


I omit 
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I omit many other Reflections, which could 
not but occur to the Magiſtrates of Holland: 
It is well known, that a Stadtholder was never 
their Choice; but that they have been forced to 
yield, contrary to their Inclinations, to the ca- 
pricious Folly of the Multitude. It was not 
their Reaſon, but their Hearts that failed them. 
They had Underſtanding enough to know the 
public Intereſt; but they wanted Reſolution to 


purſue it.“ . | 
Tae 
„%C3 — — — — 


A Extracts from an honeſt and ingenious Paper, pub- 
liſhed weekly in Holland, under the Title of The True Dutch- 
man, may not be amiſi here. The abſolute Neceſſity of our cun- 
tinuing and maintaining the Government of the Stadtholders wwill 
W from comparing their Adminiftrations with that of the 
nterregnums, from 1 75 till 1672, and from 1702 till 1747. 
The Reaſons which the Nobles of Holland alledged laſt Year to de- 
monſlrate the Neceſſity of ſettling the Stadtholder/hip in the Male 
and Female Iſſue of the P. of Orange are ſo weighty, and ſo uni ver- 
ſally known that it is needleſs to ſet them down here, It is owned 
that the wery great ones of all, who were at the Helm, were not 
the firſt Movers of this laſt Election, no more than of that of Wil · 
liam III; But then, neither is it true, that it took its Riſe from the 
meaneſt People, as has been revilingly ſpread abroad. Our Hiſ- 
tory ſhews that we have ever, even under our Counts, had a 
ſupreme Chief. 
* 1 muſt juſtly rank Merchants, Traders, and Manufacturers 
| as the ſecond Claſs between the Magiſtracy and the common Peo- 
ple, and as 76% aſſert them to be the moſt impartial, fince as, on 
one Hand, they have no ſhare in Employments, Honours, nor Be- 
nefices, fo likewiſe, on the other, they are not to be ſuſpected of 
being ſet on by Want to practice againſt the State. *Tis theſe 
Traders, Merchants, Manufacturers, and Freeholders wha find- 
ing it the real Intereſt of the State, as cell as theirs reſpettively, 
that there ſhould be a Stadt holder, have required and obtained 
one, and we have ſeen Matters take another Courſe immediately 
from the very firſt Moment of his Regency, fo that we could not 
but cry out that he was a Gift from the Hand Ged. T, 1 
4 


(60 
Tux Humour of the People begins to govern 
the Affairs of the United Provinces, juſt as the 
Inſolence of the Faniſaries determines the Reſo- 
lutions of the Divan. A Commonwealth of 
Merchants is treading in the Steps of an Empire, 


whoſe Complex ion is wholly military. Such an 
enormous Error in the Government ſeems to fa- 
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alſo fills us with Hopes, that, upon Tranguillity being reftored 
abroad by a Peace, the Home Diſorders will be rectiſied with 
more Attention and Exatineſs, to the Advantage of our Trade, 
Commerce, Navigation, and Manufaftures which have been 
brought to ſo low an Ebb, during the laſt Interregnum, —[Tho' 
«what follows be foreign to the Stadt haldenſbip, I could not forbear 
tranſlating it, as it is for the Honour of England. ]-— So that 
the Engliſh hawe not done us the leaſt Injury or Damage. 
they do their beſt, let us do ours. They have the Advantage of 
living in a Country which abounds in all Neceſſaries ; whereas 
wwe have little, or, may it not be ſaid, nothing at all. Beſides, 
all their Goods for Conſumption come cheaper than ours, not being 
under Impoſts, and their Workmens Wages are leſs. Add to this 
the Encouragement given there to Axis and Sciences, in which 
they equal, if not ſurpaſs other People, Are not theſe the appa- 
rent Means which hade carried its Commerce to the Ends of the 
Earth, Me have not in our Time ſeen them uſe the leaft Vio- 
lence, ¶ that has been the Caſe formerly, it will be found to 
have been allowable by War, or as Repriſals, or @ brave Re- 
wenge for ſome recent 475 A, to the clandeſtine Trade 10 
New-Spain, does not the - i Charge lie equally againſt the 
French and Dutch ?— If is undeniable that England is our moſt 
antient and moſt natural Ally,and that both our Intereſts are ſo cloſes 
ly interwoven, that they muſt ftand or fall together; ſo that it is 
wot to be apprehended, that an Union ſo neceſſarily mutual, ſhould 
be eafily broke ; for tho' our Intereſts may claſh in Point of Trade 
yet the very publick Welfare of both Nations, and that of all 
Europe a Keep them from embroiling and riſquing that Spirit 
of Liberty which influences both Nations, — 7s the Cement of 


: 
1 
A 
| 
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their cloſe Union. Which France has always ſeen <vith Spleen 
vour 


and Envy.” 
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vour the Opinion of Cardinal Bentivoglio, the 
Man who has ſearched the deepeſt of any into 
the Conſtitution of the Dutch Nation. This 
great Politician made no Scruple to declare, That 
the very Being of the Republic would be but of 
ſhort duration : His Reaſons, with which I ſhall 
conclude this Treatiſe, are to the following Effect: 


1. Bre aus the Republic is compoſed of 
s ſeven different Sovereignties, unequal in 
*© Power, jealous of one another, divided in Sen- 
*< timents, and, conſequently, ready to degene - 
rate into Anarchy. 


4 2, Becavst, notwithſtanding the Fond- 
<< neſs, which the People ſeem to have for In- 
** dependency, yet do they cheriſh a ſecret In- 
s clination for a certain Family that ſooner or 
later will deprive them of their Liberties, 
and bring them into abſolute Subjection. 


* 2. Becavst the inteſtine Diviſions with 
*© which the Republic is almoſt continually a- 
* gitated, and for which it is impoſſible to find 
a Remedy, will, one Day or other, prove its 
* Ruin, | 


& 4, Becavse the long and deſtructive 
&* Wars which the Republic has been forced to 
© maintain, have entirely exhauſted her Finan- 
ces, and put it out of her Power to withſtand 
the Attacks of any Prince, who ſhall take it 


© into his Head to reſent her Behaviour. 
Ax p 
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% Axnp laſtly, Becauſe the Diverſity of 
& Religions* that are therein tolerated, neceſ- 
| „ farily 


— — — — * 


* No body, in fine, neither fingle Perſons, nor Churches, 
way, nor even Commonwealths have any juſt Title to invade 
the Civil Rights, and Worldly Goods of another, upon Pretence of 
Religion. 71 hoſe who are of another Opinion, would do well to 
conſider, how pernicious a Seed of Diſcord and War, how power- 

a Provocation to endleſs Hatreds, Rapinet, and Slaughters 
they thereby furniſh unto Mankind. —Take away the Partiali 
that is uſed, in Matters of common Right, towards thoſe w 
ai ſent from the eſtabliſhed Religion of the State —Take away the 
Penalties unto which; they are ſubjefed ; and all Things will 
immediately become ſafe and peaceable. Nay, thoſe that are 
averſe to the Religion of the Magiſtrate will think themſelves 
fo much the more bound to maintain the Peace of the Common- 
avealth, as — r — is better there than elſewhere. And 
all the ſeveral ſeparate Congregations, like ſo Guardians 0 
the — Peace, will — — that nothing may L 
innovated or changed in the Form of the Government, becauſe 
they can hope for nothing better than what they already enjoy; 
that is, an equal Condition with their Fellow Subjects, under a 
guft and moderate Government, —Now, as it it very difficult for 
Men patiently to ſuffer themſelves to be ftript of their Goods 
which they hade got by their honeſt Induſtry, and be delivered up 
a Prey to other Mens Violence and Rapine, eſpecially when they 
are otherwiſe altogether blameleſs ; What elſe can be expected, 
but that theſe Men, growing weary of the Ewvils under which they 
labour, ſhould in the End think it lawful to refift Force with 
Force, and defend their natural Rights (which are not forfeita- 
ble upon Account of Religion ? That this has been hitherto the 
ordinary Courſe of Things is abundantly evident in Hiftery. Look 
on Toleration. TI ſhould be unpardonable, to omit a remarkable 
Inſtance of King William's Sincerity, and of his Sentiments on this 


Head. When he came to theſe Words in the Scotch Coronation 


Oath, Weſhall be careful to root out ail Hereticks ; he declared, 

he did not mean by thoſe Words, that he was under any Obliga- 

tion to become a Perſecutor ; to which the Commoners made An- 

ſaver, that neither the meaning of the Oath, nor the Law of 

Scotland did import it, Whereupon the King replied that be = 
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« ſarily excites in the Minds of Men ſuch a 
*© Rancour andAnimoſity, as cannot fail, in their 
© Conſequences, to prove fatal to the Repub- 
« 


— 


— Oath in that Senſe, and called the Comubners and others there 
—_— of his ſo doing. To add a Paſſage in Ma- 
her's Hiſtory of ngland, 2 hither, come to „ye 
thr who EF admit but of one Religion in one Communityy 
Bere is Unanimity without Uniformity, here are various Sees of 
Chriftians, Epiſcopalians, Preſbyterians, Independants, Anab 
tifts, &fc. 1 living in the moſt friendly Harmony, all mut 
per forming the kind Offices of Life, and all concurring to main» 
tain and promote the publick Welfare. Here, in happy Boſtony 


all your narrow ſpirited Sophiftry it practically confuted. 
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